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The comstruction of the most imgportant Hungarien highwsy, which will link Pels
with the cepital, iec nearing completion. The strategic importance of this highwa,
is evident, since the wide concrete highway running west from the Danube and
nearly stralght south from Budapest to the Yugoslav border, can carry the heaviesi
Soviet armor. Up to the Preseut, 250 km of this highway have been bullt. Accord
“ing to the most modern principles this highway i bypaszing svery larger town or
villege, &s well as railroad and other road crossinge, in order to maske possible
fagt and undisturbed passage of militery forces.

The hlghway bypasses the Erceil villsge and runs south aloug the fields of +the
State Farm at Sinatelep., Then 1t bypasses .be village of Adowuy, crosses Stalin
City (formerly called Dunspentele) » later bypasses Szekszérd and runs along the
Derube towerds the south, One part of the highwey, between Ercsl and Szekszard,
was ballt between 1940 and the fall of 1952. 1In the spring of 1953 at the village
of Paks, & 1.5 km bypas: ras alse constructed, '

According to one of the construction engineers these bypasses also inkend to hide
what and who is being carried op these highway§, from the inhabitants of the variocus
localities., According %o the same source the strategic ilmportance of this highway
is also evident from the Ffact that the road is belng hullt as straight as possible,
avciding sharp curves, etc. For lustance, soubth of the town of Szekszard, where
the highway runs quite streight to the south; a great many raillrosd and road under-
prasses &s well as bridges have been built., Thi highway also puts an end to the
difficulty arising when. due to bad weather, Pecs and the Yugoslav borderlend comld
only be reached by car, taking a long detour via Sidfok and Kaposvar.,
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of this highway 1s mostly concrete. There are, however, five to

ten km tehes with an asphalt surfece. At the village of Hidas & high dam
and denmrbridge hed to be built. Here s new ‘method of surfacing has been tried
for the first time in the Hungarisn Peoples "Democracy. The surface was covered
by prefa,xicated concrete slabs, each 1 square meter, which were then Jjoined with
""oro:l.ng bars end morter. In case the de.m sinke occasionelly these slabs

can easél.l? be exchenged.

The new aﬁrategio highway reaches the Southern Mecsek Mountalns at the village of
, gd. Here the highway is led in an easy serpentine with due regard to
'bhe ex,peoted heavy military traffic. The old highway hed a grade of 19 to 21
percent which according to .Soviet. experts would have been too steep for heavy
armor, - Tb,us , nowhere on the new highway 1s the grade more then five percemt.
Due to this, approximstely 70,000 cubic meters of rock had to be blasted and
1,250,000 cubic meters of earth had to be moved in the course of additicmal work.

The only unfinished part of the highway is shortly before Pécsvarad. This part will
not; /Brwadyn until a mich later date.. Trafficuon thisisection is being detoured.
Great difficulties had been encountered here, '5liiéé the building of two large
viaducts was found necessary. At present work is being carried out om this section
with great speed, and the bulldozing of the ground between the two viadustsz, to
the 1 h of 1.5 km, has also begun. The chlef engineer responsible for these
works. | employgeX
by the State Highway Building Compsany. This compeany has the most up~to-date high-
way comstruction equipment in Hungary. Thus 95 percent of concreting, end T3 per-
cent of all ee.rth moving can-be carried out by mechenlcal means. One earth moving
machine of the compeny is 2ble to move 500 cubic meters of earth daily, thus
replacing 50 workmen. .Three such cranes are being serviced by a caterpillar
traetor ‘of ‘the Stalinec type. The cranes carry the earth vhere it is needed.
@g}ng of . 'bhe eerth, however, is being done with the help of the traciors.

 The firs‘c ‘of the above-mentioned viaducts is the Pérgest ¥aduot in the coumiry.
It 1s 32 ‘meters high and 180 meters long, spenning the Varasd valley, The viadusi
is belng held by a concrete arch 96 meters in spen. The scaffolding for this was
bullt in PeBwuary:X952. A ceble elevator with a 24 meter high tower has also been
‘erected el the bridgehead., The v{p;:k With 1t .41d not proceed as expected. There were
alsc great difficulties during the winter due to a shortage of material. Snow
aleo delsyéed the work., Only by Aprill953 ¢ould the-scheduled norfis be achieved, The

" ‘men responsible for this extremely ;.mportém: construction work is an enigma.

Sometlimes experts from the Buda.pes% Hungerisn Ministry and also Soviet experis
“come to inspect the construction of this highwey, nevertheless, the whole work is
en‘cruetgd to a 23 year old beginmer. The comtractor is the Bridge Construct ing
State En,texprise ; led at present by engineer Cornelius Kerenyi, who by the spring
of 1952 hed not yet received his diploma, and it is very difficult to believe that
een promoted to such an.jmportant Job due to his Party activities alone.
ed his diplomein the summer of 1952, . ', &nd worked for a short time

" “at the construction of the Kussuth and Petori Bridges. He was appointied to the
- above-mentioned job at the beginning of 1953. . :

The other viaduct is 140 meters long.
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